


iPads are helping nonverbal students ‘talk’
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“They are very visual kids. The
problem is that they usually have a
language problem so they depend
very highly on visual cuing to func-
tion,” said Janet Conti, a grade-three
teacher.

Susan Enos, one of the special edu-
cation teachers, has been working
with non-verbal students since she
began teaching 15 years ago. She said
that traditionally, educators have used
boards to assist with the visual cues.

A student could be presented at
snack time with three pictures of
snacks, and when asked what they
would like to eat, they would point to
their choice.

“You would have a snack one, a
bathroom one, one for going to
grandma’s house or an educational
activity — anything that we’re ask-
ing the kids to do or be engaged in,”
she said.

This practice was effective but can

grow to be cumbersome as the stu-
dent’s vocabulary grows, Enos ex-
plained. With each activity a student
was presented with, the teacher
would need to create a new board
with new options.

“The beauty of the iPad is that it’s
all contained and with the swipe of a
finger, it comes up,” she said.

Enos uses software on the i{Pad
called Proloquo2Go. It performs the
task of showing the student’s poten-
tial choices on the screen and each
time a student points to their selec-
tion, the iPad repeats it back in a full
sentence. For example, if a student
chooses to have chips at snack time,
the iPad would then state “I want
chips” for the student to hear.

“They love the technology and are
really drawn to it. It’s very interactive
with noises and pops on the screen
with colors,” she said.

One of Enos’s students has their
own iPad and together, they use the
device to practice communication.

Right now, Enos needs to select the
Proloquo2Go app and then the stu-
dent will maneuver through; how-
ever, the goal is for him to eventually
work independently.

Turchetta currently has four stu-
dents with severe and multiple dis-
abilities who also utilize the iPad.

“They are working on their com-
munication needs. They don’t speak
[so] they are working on identifying
their name and numbers, learning
routines and learning the difference
between yes and no. We address that
in different ways,” he said.

Rather than using the Proloquo2Go
app, Turchetta uses programs such as
Word Maker and Word Slap.

Traditionally, he has helped stu-
dents differentiate between the num-
bers one and two with flash cards.
The student could see it, touch it and
then Turchetta would compare it with
either one or two objects.

“It’s an effective method; however,
with my students, they need the vi-
sual graphics and auditory. They need

to be excited by it,” he said.

With the iPad, the students are in-
troduced to the numbers one or two
with a colored background, photos,
music, characters and a round of ap-
plause when they select the correct
choice.

“It brings in the visual, auditory and
electronics piece. They are more mo-
tivated by it than simply holding up a
card,” said Turchetta.

The apps also collect data with each
exercise to track the student’s suc-
cess. Turchetta has tracked a 30 to 40
percent increase in student response
with an iPad rather than a number
card.

Allie Baker, a speech pathologist at
the school, uses the device to address
language and articulation. She works
with one of her students during occu-
pation therapy sessions.

“He’s really motivated by [the app]
Talking Tom Cat. The cat actually im-
itates what the kids say and they re-
ally get a kick out of it,” she said.

Baker utilizes a variety of other free

apps to help her students on their
communication skills, such as cate-
gorizing and identifying particular
sounds.

“We will listen to two different
sounds and then point to the one that
I’m saying,” she said.

“They are very motivated by these
touch screen computers,” Baker
added.

According to Raptakis, Washington
Oak is focused on staying up-to-date
on the technologies for the classroom.
Every Monday, Lynn McDonald, the
library media specialist, offers infor-
mation for teachers on integrating
technology into the classrooms; and
for students information on creating
documents such as PowerPoint pre-
sentations, sometimes as early as first
grade.

“I am fortunate to have a staff that’s
willing to take [the technology]...
they are actually utilizing it in the
classroom and conveying the mes-
sage that it’s important,” said Rap-
takis.



