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the Peace Garden at Tiogue Elementary School in Coventry. The brainchild of
local Eagle Scout Ethan Spearman and and members of the school’s Playground
Rebuilding Committee, the Peace Garden was dedicated June 14. .
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garden for some time; focus- -

ing on providing somewhere
students could plant as a learn-
ing experience.

“I had mentioned various re-
treat centers and hospitals that
had peace gardens,” he said.

He explained that the garden
consists of six planting beds
and a centerpiece. In the cen-
ter stands a Peace Pole that
reads, “Make peace prevail on
Earth” and “May peace be in
our homes and communities.”
The saying is written in Eng-
lish, Spanish and Japanese.

He said once the Peace Gar-
den idea blossomed the com-
mittee discovered a grant, in
which it was able to receive
the Peace Pole for free from a
company in Nevada.

He explained that perennials

,were planted with the help of
the Parent Teacher Associa-
tion; the students will be re-
sponsible for watering and

maintaining the flowers
throughout the upcoming
school year.

“We’re hoping that maybe at
" some point they can be used as
a learning tool,” he said. “They
can plant them with their
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Ethan Spearman (right) got fhe Peace Garden project- at Tiogue Elementary
School off the ground as part of his Eagle Scout Project.

teachers; maybe plants that are

_indigenous to Rhode Island.” .

He said during the ceremony,
Tiogue principal = Louise
Seitsinger had all the teachers
and students gather around the
garden to recognize Spearman
for his hard work.

“T am very happy with how
it turned out,” said Spearman.

“TIt turned out very well and I

was very proud of what I've
done and it was nice to see it
all together.” -

Bove said the fifth-graders

then read peace quotes from

Martin Luther King Jr,

Thomas Kempis, Ralph Waldo
Emerson, Mother Teresa and
Buddha.

“It emphasized to the chil-
dren that the goal is to resolve
conflict through peaceful
methods and not violence,” he
said. “We emphasized that we
are one humanity and need to
strive for peace around the
world.” ;

Bove said that also during
the ceremony, six retirees were

recognized and given flowers.
The retirees include Edna Fer-
rari, Deb Kolling, Sue Marron,
Jeannie Roy, Amelia Drowne
and Karen Maleski. :
Since June 14 was Flag Day.
patriotic songs such as “You’re
a Grand Old Flag” and “Let

‘there be peace on Earth,” were

sung by Lisa Lachance.

At the end of the ceremony:
the children released butter-
flies that they had been raising
in the classroom.

“Personally I really think the
saying, ‘If we’re to start work-
ing towards peace, we need to
start with the children’ sums it
up,” Bove said. “It’s been a
great opportunity to talk about
peaceful ways to resolve con-
flict and it’s been a great em-
phasis with the teachers and a
great opportunity to celebrate
peace.”

Bove said the playground
committee is currently plan-
ning the installation of an out-
door amphitheatre classroom
in the playground. He said this
will give the students an op-
portunity to be outside and
learn, but added that the com-
mittee still needs donations
and funds for this project,



