Middle School students share, learn
at ‘Third Eye Training Conference’
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COVENTRY — In the mix of high school and
middle school students spread throughout sec-
tions of the Bobby Hackett Theatre at the Com-
munity College of Rhode Island, a determined
group from Alan Shawn Feinstein Middle School
of Coventry was mapping “trouble areas” in their
school building on Friday afternoon.

The exercise was part of a two-day “Third Eye
Training Conference,” put on by Attorney Gen-
eral Patrick C. Lynch and the Youth Crime Watch
of America, and paid for by the U.S. Justice De-

partment. Feinstein students, already active with

Students Against Violence Everywhere
(S.A.V.E.) were at the conference both to learn
and to share.

S.A.V. E. has gotten a lot of attention in the last
year — named as the number one middle school

of the year by YCWA in 2007 and now spreading
to Coventry High School and the elementary
schools, said Coordinator Charlie Blanchette.
This year, membership has reached 100 students
— neatly 10 percent of the student body, he adds.

Feinstein Middle School students were right in
the thick of discussion with a group that was
very different from their ages and backgrounds.
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Alan Shawn Feinstein Middle School of Coventry students gathered at the Community College of Rhode Island for the “Third Eye Training Conference” in which the kids

mapped out trouble areas in their school where they believe things like bullying, yelling and fighting are a problem.



Conference helps students address school safety issues
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equlp students and teachers
with the knowledge and skills
necessary to promote a safe, se-
cure, and drug-free school envi-
ronment, said Attorney General
spokesman Michael Healey.

The event brings together
young people of various back-
grounds to work with educa-
tors, law-enforcement, coun-
selors, and concerned parents
to address issues related to
school-based crime and vio-
lence, Healey said.

Students from more than 20
Rhode Island high schools and

middle schools attended the

event. Presenters included
Lynch as well as former Third

Eye student participants, John
Matteson with YCWA in Rhode
Island, the Attorney General’s
crime-prevention — specialist,
Moses Saygbc, Coventry
teacher Charles Blanchette and
former Feinstein students Tay-
lor Therrien and Nick Paiva.

Feinstein students have a lot
to bring to a conference like
Third Eye, said Blanchette.
Since February, they have been
using bully boxes and bully
safe-rooms at the middle
school, which bring unprece-
dented crime-prevention to the
school, he says.

Bully boxes allow students
to anonymously report in-

stances of bullying or crime in
or outside of the school, accord-
ing to Blanchette. Reports are
automatically forwarded to

School Resource Officer David

Fraatz.

Since the installment of the
bully boxes, “I have been able
to prevent nine out of 10 fights
that are reported here,” Fraatz
said.

The Feinstein kids are ideal
to work with, Fraatz added. “I
can only dream of setting up
something like they have. You

have kids looklng out for each
other and the community —
kids who want to make a
change.”

There was also a lot to learn
at the event, students said.

“We’ve learned so much
about how to make good and
smart goals and leadership
skills that are worth develop-
ing,” said one student.

The past two days have also
been eye-opening, another stu-
dent added.

“We realize that we have a

lot in common with kids in
Providence, even if we don’t
have exactly the same problems
as them,” said Alyssa Derrick, a
sixth-grade student.

The biggest problems at the
middle school are bullying,
vandalism, a lack of respect,
said Keisha Lawrence and Am-
ber Dyer, two eighth-grade stu-
dents.

“We want to encourage peo-
ple to change,” said Dyer. “By
bettering youth, we’ll better our
community.”
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