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Robotics Challenge 2011 this weekend at RWU
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' work on attachments to com-
plete each of the tasks assigned
as part of the robot challenge.

The project, though, they
said, was a bit more difficult to
agree upon. Originally they
said that they wanted to do their
project on skin and related sub-
jects, but had trouble tracking
down enough information. In
the end, however, they said that
they decided to do their project
on bone fractures and treat-
ments. Through their research
of the project, the team mem-
bers said that they have found
many different facts on the
topic including the fact that
“some fractures can be set by
using a cast while others require
pins and rods,” and that “there
are some common since things
that can be done to prevent frac-
tures and new methods and ma-
terials being researched to help
repair them.”

“I think that we are going to
need to work on our project a
little more before we go to the
competition on Saturday, but I
think we are going to do pretty
good with our robot and that part
of the challenge because we are
all pretty familiar with program-
ming,” Danny Romano said.

The group from Coventry is
also feeling fairly confidant this

year. The team this year is

made up of both veteran Lego
e ompetitors as well as
newcomers with some fresh
| ideas.

Jake Huling, a 7th grader,

Ciana Martino, a 6th grader,
Austin Gill, 8th grade, Trevor
Campbell, 7th grade, Alec Bal-
lotti, 7th grade, and Ben Jack-
vony, is in 6th grade, all came
together to join in the quest to
master the Lego League chal-
lenge. The club is formed in
September and the members
said that there were a few other
members at first, but that some
dropped out over time.

In the end it was just the six
members that stuck it out until
the challenge. Being a part of
the group and completing the
tasks assigned as part of the
competition can be quite bur-
densome, according to the stu-
dents, but they all said that they
do it because they enjoy it.

Participation is completely
voluntary as the students are
part of an after school club.
They meet twice a week for
about an hour each day. During
those sessions the students said
that they go over plans for their
robot, discuss project progress
and operate practice runs on
their robot.

“It’s not easy because you
have to program your robot and
although some of us have
knowledge of programming not
all of us do and so it’s not like
you can just tell your robot to
go one foot to the right and then
turn left, you need to program it
using exact measurements and
you have to build attachments
that will help it to complete cer-
tain challenges, and no matter
how many times you do it and it
does it right, it always seems

like there is that one time that
you do it when it really counts
and it completely fails and that
can be really frustrating,” Hul-
ing said. “Then when you have
a challenge that requires more
than one movement, it makes it
even harder because you have
to know exactly how much
power to program the motor
with. It is a lot of guess and
checking and that can be really
annoying, but interesting at the
same time.”

The group’s coach Rebecca
Henderson, who is also the ro-
botics teacher at the school, said
that this year’s team is a “very
dedicated group.”

“You know we don’t even
have this equipment that these
kids are using for this competi-
tion in our classroom so it’s not
like the ones that are in my class
have an advantage, they are do-
ing most of this on their own
time and teaching themselves be-
cause they have the programs at
home,” Henderson said. “They
are a very dedicated group and I
think that they are going to do
well because of that.”

The students will all find out
exactly how well they will do
on Saturday. They will all ar-
rive at Roger Williams Univer-
sity bright and early and spend
the entire day competing in var-
ious aspects of the competition.

The final scores will be re-
vealed at the end of the day’s
competition and we will have
those results in next weeks pa-
per...stay tuned and good luck
to the local competitors.




