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Commissioner of Education Deborah Gist visits with students at the Alan Shawn Feinstein Middle School. Gist sald she has been using her visits to schools around the
state to assess how capable the schools are of reaching the goals she has set for the state’s education system.” -
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COVENTRY — The state edu-
cation commissioner has a goal to
visit all school districts in the state.

To that end, Deborah Gist, the
commissioner of education, visited
the Coventry schools, interacting
with students and teachers.

Gist just became commissioner
this July. As part of her 100 day
visit to schools in the area, she vis-
ited Coventry High School, Alan
Shawn Feinstein Middle School
and Tiogue Elementary School on
Friday.

During her visit to Coventry, Gist
traveled throughout the schools and

mingled in class-
rooms, interacting
with teachers and
students. She sat
down and talked
to students about
their lessons. She
would stop and
take an interest in
what each teacher
was doing and talk
to them about it.
“I’m doing this because I’'m new

-to the state,” Gist said. “This is a

great way to know the communities
better and meet people.”

She said traveling around the
state has given her a better perspec-
tive of putting the town name to

Gist said her visits help
her to see where
schools are excelling
and where they may
face challenges. She
said by understanding
each district, she can
see how schools could
help each other in
different aspects.

people and places.
Her wvisits are
meant as a way to
connect with
schools and the
people in them.
Each  school
welcomed  Gist
and was excited to

with her. They led
her through the
school, allowing her to understand
each school at a personal level.
“We were thrilled to have Com-
missioner Gist come to Tiogue,”
said Denise Richtarik, principal of
Tiogue elementary school. “She
was very interested in our work —

meet and interact .

not only at Tiogue but at all schools
across the district. Our staff can’t
wait for her to visit again.”

Gist said her visits help her to
see where schools are excelling and
where they may face challenges.
She said by understanding each dis-
trict, she can see how schools could
help each other in different aspects.

She said her goals of transform-
ing education, allowing all Rhode
Island students to be ready for suc-
cess in college, careers, and life,
are ones that all schools can
achieve.

She has five priorities in forming
good education in Rhode Island.
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The five goals are ensuring educator excel-
lence by supporting educators in the class-
room, accelerating all schools towards great-
ness with expectations of high-quality
schools, establishing world-class standards

and assessments by holding educators and
students to high expectations, developing
user-friendly data systems that allow every-
one access to useable data, and to invest
schools’ resources wisely as capable stew-
ards of the taxpayers money,

Gist said visiting the schools gives her a

clearer picture and understanding of how to
attain her goals.

“I see that we’re celebrating the good
things and learning about the challenges that
face us,” said Gist. “It’s different with differ-
ent districts. I’m really enjoying this, meet-
ing all these people and having fun too.”



	scan0039
	scan0040

