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KINGSTON
efore family and
friends, 340 students
became the latest
group of Coventry

High School alumni during
Thursday’s commencement
ceremony, the 85th in the
school’s history.

Donning white and red
robes and decorated caps,
graduates waved and flashed
smiles as they processed into
The Ryan Center to a rendi-
tion of “Pomp and Circum-
stance” performed by the
Coventry High School Band.

Following a posting of the
colors by the high school’s’
color guard, Sara Carberry,
president of the senior class,
kicked off the commence-
ment exercises by reflecting
on the “unforgettable jour-
ney” of high school.

“Individually, our time
spent has been unique. But;
together, we share a common
bond as the class of 2019,”
Carberry said, before rec-
ognizing the various paths
her classmates have chosen
for themselves beyond high
school — from immediate
employment, to serving in
the armed forces, to seeking
higher education.

“Today marks the first day
of the start to our new life,”
she added. “A new journey is
about to unfold right in front -
of our eyes, and it will give
a chance to accomphsh our
wildest dreams.”

Class officers were joined
on the stage Thursday by
school administrators and the
entire school committee, as
well as Town Council Presi-
dent Kerry McGee, Vice Pres-
ident Greg Laboissonniere
and councilor Ann Dickson.

In his address, Superin-
tendent Craig Levis thanked
the School Committee, Town
Council, school administra-
tors and families of the grad-
uates for the “crucial role”
they’ve played in helping the

&

graduates succeed.

The center then erupted in
applause as Levis asked all
teachers, coaches and support
staff to stand for recognition.

“You are the backbone of
what we do,” Levis said as
the cheers quieted. “Without
your passion, without your
commitment, without your
dedication, without your be-
lief that every student can
and will succeed and be suc-
cessful, tonight would not be
possible.”

After acknowledging the
75th anniversary of D-Day,
Levis also asked that those
who either have or are cur-
rently serving in the military
stand for recognition, once
again welcoming applause.

Levis noted that 13 of
Thursday’s graduates have
enlisted in either the Army,
Navy, Air Force or Marine
Corps.

Levis also spoke about h1s
pride in the graduates’ athletic
achievements, their accom-
plishments in the arts and
their participation in various
activities through the career
and tech center.

“The academic achieve-
ments of this class are second
to none,” he continued. “One
just has to look at the list of
colleges and universities that
our students will be attending
to recognize how others view
a diploma from Coventry
High School.”

But perhaps more than
anything, Levis said he’ll
“forever be grateful” for the
graduates’ contributions to the
Unified Oakers, a student-led
initiative which he lauded for
“making success for all stu-
dents non-negotiable.”

Brooke Macomber, prin-
cipal of the high school, also
listed Unified as an exempli-
fication of the kindness that
she identified as the class of
2019’s “unifying quality.”

See CHS, page A3
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Coventry High School celebrated 2019 commencement at the University of Rhode
Island Ryan Center on Thursday. Top, from left: Julia Bentley, Devlin Andrews, Abi-
gail Begones and Noah Anderson. Above, from left: Theya Shackelford, Joey Rollan
and Jimmy Marchetti. Right, from left: Sagar Saran and Crea St. Germain. Below,
from left: Quadruplets Loren, Jordan, Taylor and Madison Messier.
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“I will never forget the
work you’ve done to connect
our school community and
create an environment where
all students feel a sense of
belonging,” she said.

‘Photos flashed across
screens at the corners of the
Ryan Center as Macomber
lauded that class’ capaci-
ty for teamwork, recount-
ing the construction of their
homecoming float; their
routine at the Lip Sync; and
the impressive dance moves
demonstrated during Spirit
Week.

In her address, Macomber
spoke about how the current
generation of high schoolers
— and, specifically, the Cov-
entry class of 2019 — defies
the “kids these days” stereo-
type.

“According to experts,
generation ‘Z’ is recognized
as the most open-minded
and accepting generation,”
she said. “Never before has
a group of young adults been
so supportive of non-tra-
ditional relationships and
respect and concern for the
human rights of all people.”

As “the first true digital
natives,” Thursday’s grad-
uates have grown up with
technology at their finger-
tips, Macomber said, adding
that social media “has be-
come an important part” of
their lives. And while apps
like Instagram and Snapchat
may consume a bit too much
of their time, Macomber
noted that “kids these days”
tend to be more responsible
and socially conscious on
social media than their pre-
decessors.

Growing up in the digital
age has meant the graduates
were able to hone some im-
pressive multi-tasking skills,
Macomber continued, jok-
ing, however, that their at-
tention spans are roughly the
same as a golden retriever’s.

Still, she added, members
of generation ‘Z’ are “as
kind, accepting and talented
as they come.”

In a tradition dating back
35 years, Macomber led
the distribution of Oaker

Awards. Named for former

science teacher and depart-
ment chair Ernie DiMicco,
the awards were given to

graduates based on teacher
nominations.

“These awards celebrate
students’ divergent expe-
riences, successes and, for
some, fortitude in overcom-
ing hardships,” Macomber
explained.

Caroline Dowling, Owen
Ross, Troy Oserhout, David
Cerullo, Rylee Campbell,
Gavin Kearney, Kristin Co-
tatgis, Ronnie Ducharme,
Violet Lefrancois, Jacob
Fernandes, Hannah Gebler,
Alexander Carey, Abigail
Sinotte, Timothy Tousignant,
Mackenzie Rapson, Rob-
ert Archambault, Hannah
Lanoue, John Barry, Loren
Messier, Devlin Andrews,
Zachary Parenty, Carleigh
Killea and Sagar Saran were
each recognized with Oaker
Awards.

Other speakers Thursday
included McGee, who con-
gratulated the graduates on
behalf of* the Town Coun-
cil and encouraged them to
challenge themselves and to
“live life with no regrets,”
and school committee chair
Katherine Patenaude.

Patenaude shared the
message of Kent Keith, au-
thor of “The Paradoxical
Commandments,” which
she said was “laid down as a
challenge” 40 years ago.

“The challenge is to al-
ways do what is right, good,
and true, even if others do
not appreciate it,” she said,
before reciting each of
Keith’s 10 commandments.

Later, in her salutato-
ry address, Danielle Mat-
tias praised her class’
“unmatched” sense of “com-
munity, friendship and love.”

“While this journey un-
fortunately comes to an
end today, we should all be
proud to know that we have
lived these past four years
embodying the true meaning
of living life to the fullest,”
she continued, adding that
it’s the lessons learned in
high school that will ‘lead
each graduate to future suc-
cess.

After a performance of
“Take 'Me Home” by the
high school choral ensem-
ble, Sinotte took the podium
to deliver the valedictory ad-
dress.

Striving to incorporate the
advice of her family, friends
and teachers into one speech,
Sinotte said her hope for her



Phot by Knra Gravelle.
Coventry High School’s Class of 2019 comprised 340 graduates, who received their diplomas on Thursday night at the University of
Rhode Island Ryan Center. Below, fron® left: Thomas O’Brien, Kyle Sylvester, Timothy Tousignant and David Rocchio.

fellow graduates is that they
stay optimistic in the face of
change, remain enthusiastic
as they aim high, and em-
brace their own stories.

“Coventry High School
provides its students with
an opportunity to develop
lasting and meaningful con-
nections,”. Sinotte added,
moments before the grad-
uates crossed the stage to
receive their hard-earned
diplomas.

“To my classmates, thank
you for the most perfect
four years of high school,”
she continued. “The class of
2019 is truly something re-
markable.”




