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Teacher joins famed researcher

Continued from Page A-1

coast of Texas, The only problem, Risch
said, was getting close enough to analyze
"~ the structure.

“They didn’t have the capabilities to get
a close look or take sampling or touch and
see the shipwreck,” she added. “So with
the Nautilus it’s easier and we have the ca-
pabilities to get a closer look at the
wreck.”

She said with the team on board, they’ll
be able to collect fragments from the ship
and hopefully get an estimate of when the
wreck occurred, who was on board, if they
were trading anything and if it “could po-
tentially tie into American history of some
kind.”

When Risch found out she was chosen
for a second time to join the exploration,
she was in shock.

“I was so enthusiastic and surprised and
elated when I was chosen again,” she said.
“Because it’s such an opportunity, espe-
cially to be selected twice — and for my
students, who get to see this firsthand.”

Risch, who teaches physical science, bi-
ology, physics and oceanography at the
high school, explained that she told her
students about the exploration. Because of
this, the students will now be able to
watch their teacher live on the Nautilus
website this summer. With the launch of
Exploration Now, the 24-hour online web-
site will give people an opportunity to in-
teract with the educators, students and
scientists on board the ship via telepres-
ence technology.

“Bach experience is shared with stu-
dents and colleagues to hopefully spark an
interest in STEM-related careers and fu-
ture possibilities,” she said. “Having a
STEM background and using it to explore
the unknown is exciting because you
never know what you will uncover next,
and how those discoveries may change
what we currently believe.”

Although the expedition will take place
from June to November, Risch said she’ll
be on board from July 17-July 27.

The ship will be making multiple stops
during the five month journey, including
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ABOVE: The Nautilus, the exploration vessel Risch sailed upon in 2011 and will again later this month,
where she can keep in touch with students via the internet (below).

locations in Puerto Rico, Montserrat, Cay-
man Islands, Bahamas, Grenada, Trinidad
and Tobago and Turkey.

The Educator at Sea Science Communi-
cation Fellowship Program will be bring-
ing 16 educators and four veteran
educators from as far away as Northem
Ireland and Venezuela.

The Science and Engineering Internship
Program has invited 15 interns from uni-
versities and colleges throughout the
world, including Australia and Canada.

And the Honors Research Program
(HRP) has invited 12 students from across
the United States to join the ship and work
alongside scientists at the University of
Rhode Island Graduate School of
Oceanography.

“One of the major goals of our Nautilus
Exploration Program is to inspire the next
generation of explorers in STEM fields,”
said Expedition Leader and OET Vice
President, Dr. Katherine Croff Bell. “So
we’re very excited to provide educators
and students with the direct experience of
pure exploration, while allowing them the
opportunity to share their experience far
and wide with their peers.”



