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A pair of students involved in drama at Coventry High
puts on a show for visitors to the school at its second
annual Community Night Wednesday evening.

Community
Night a hit

Prospective students
and their parents get
a chance to see what
Coventry HS offers

LAUREN KNIGHT
Iknight@pricentral.com

COVENTRY — Coventry High School under-
stands that it’s the time of year when parents start
shopping around to find the right high school for
their child, which includes considering a private
school. Yet Lynne Burke, the associate principal
for student services at the school, believes that
with what Coventry has to offer, it shouldn’t be
discounted from the decision.

It was a full house in the school cafeteria for
the second annual Community Night Wednesday.
Students and faculty stood beside tables and dis-
plays showcasing the school’s classes, extra-cur-
ricular activities, and career and technical
programs to help aid in the decision-making
process. - -

“I’ve said for years, evary good thing about
Coventry is due to its size and every difficult
thing is due to its size. We have a tremendous
number of opportunities for kids,” said Principal
Michael Hobin.

He added that the parents’ choice for a school,
however, is all their own.

“Every child should be where they belong, 'm
a believer in that,” he said. “We just want to make
sure parents are making an informed decision
since they may not know that we have these
things to offer.”

One of the main draws is the Regional Career
and Technical Center. The program i3 open to not
only Coventry students, but also to students who
live in North Kingstown, Exeter and West Green-
wich, according to Hobin. After completing the
ninth grade, students are offered the opportunity
to transfer if they select a career center track, the
Principal explained.

Eleventh-grader Nick Shoesmith is a student
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Night shows people what goes on at CHS

Continued from Page A-1

explained that he and his class-
mates are currently building
chairs and letter ‘holders, and
that the seniors have had the
opportunity to assist with an
addition on a house in Coven-

“I began being interested in

carpentry from my dad — he .

was a carpenter,” said Shoe-
smith. “Ever since he intro-
duced it to me, I have loved
hands-on work.”

Shoesmith said he would
recommend any student inter-
ested in carpentry to come to
career and technical center in
Coventry. As a result of his ex-
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perience, he plans to pursue a
career in the field after gradu-
ation.

Coventry also offers experi-
ence with its career and tech-

nical programs, including
cosmetology, automotive
classes, EMT and health

courses, electronics, culinary
arts and other courses. Some
students have worked to obtain
certification as a result of their
coursework.

Guidance Counselor Amy
Siemmao explained that the
department provides students
services, including assistance
on college applications, SAT
preparation, and parent nights,
as well as a speaker series for
the juniors and seniors at the
school.

According to Donna Hutson,
the school-based coordinator,
the activities are designed to
bring as much exposure to a
variety of career options. Al-
ready this year, students have
heard from Cranston Mayor
Allan Fung, as well as repre-
sentatives from the Hospital
Association of Rhode Island,
General Dynamics and’ the
Rhode Island State Police dur-
ing the series.

On Wednesday night, stu-
dents also gave information on
the elective classes at Coven-
try . High School. Students
Allie Custodio, grade 10,
Merisa Fascio, grade 9, and
Erin O’Connell, grade 10,
demonstrated what they have
been learning in their culinary
courses as they were rolling
pasta dough and pressing it
through a pasta machine.

In addition to learning about
homemade pasta, they have
learned about vegetables,
grains, fruits and desserts, they
explained.

“It’s real good experience,”
they said. “You use it everyday
for cooking at home, th1nk1ng,
‘I can make this now.’

“And you can make it home-
made instead of buying it,”
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added Fascio.

Twelfth-grader Rebekah Pi-
card explained that ‘culinary
arts class is not the only oppor-
tunity for students to explore
new foods. The World Lan-
guage Club will take the occa-
sional field trip to an authentic
restaurant -~ offering ethnic
foods. The most recent trip,
she recalled, was to an Indian
restaurant in Providence.

“It was fun because it was
something that I wouldn’t have
gotten to try otherwise,” said
Picard. “I had naan bread
which is basically a flat bread
with different sauces and
dipgs.”

@nce a year, the school of-
fers a trip for language stu-
dents to practice their skills
first hand. This November, stu-
dents visited Quebec City and
Montreal in Canada for their
trip, according to Picard.

“It’s exciting because we got
to actually use a second lan-
guage — or try to,” she said
with a laugh.

Another club at the school is
DECA, (Distributive Educa-
tion Clubs of America, ex-
plained Michaela Johnson,
grade 11) Through a program
with Johnson and Wales, stu-
dents are able to select their
area of interest and compete
with other students in the state.

Last year, Johnson competed
in accounting<and received a
third place medal. She ex-
plained that the club spans
across a variety of subjects, in-
cluding hospitality, automotive
and even fashion. She noted an
upcoming project in February
for DECA is a fashion show.

Other extra-curricular activi-
ties at the school include music
and drama programs. Tenth-
grader Jody Desrosiers attrib-
utes much of her love for
acting to Coventry’s drama de-
partment.

“It’s a fantastic drama de-
partment,” she said.

The school presents two
shows per year, typically offer-
ing a musical in the fall. With
50 much practice time, she said
that the cast becomes “a whole
new family.”

Even students who do not
enjoy acting find it is a fun ac-
tivity at school, she said. How-
ever, personally, Desrosiers
prefers the time spent in the
classroom, she said.

On Wednesday night, the
drama department had four
students dressed up and show-
casing their best pantomiming
for the crowds.

“It’s not something that we
do regularly,” - explained
Desrosiers. “We wanted to
give people a little taste of how
much we love to perform.”

For more information on the
classes, extra-curricular activ-
ities and career and technical
programs, contact the high
school at 822-9499.



