interact
| educators can invite them
through the Arts Talks program,
 to come to their school to work
with their students.
‘Hudson did it; Gene Dufault,
 the woodwork/carpentry in-
 structor, and Bill Smith, one of
- the music instructors, both from
~ Coventry High School also
signed on.
Those teachers in addition to
~anumber of others from around
the state come together at these
various workshops on presched-
- uled Saturdays throughout the
‘year and watch various artists
| perform or display work.
| Recently, the three educators
| from Coventry High School at-
tend a workshop that sparked an
interest for DuFault. He said
that from that workshop he de-
cided that he would bring the
" practice of barrel making to his
 classtoom. He said that he was
| referred to a professional cooper
and hooper, the original makers
of wooden barrels, which now
 work out of Sturbridge Village,
and arranged for them to come
‘and work with his students.
| He said that his students will
- be using the knowledge that
. they gain from this experience to
' make a bucket to go along with
the well house cover that they
| are making for installation at the
“well known historic Paine
- House Museum in Coventry.
' He said that he also will be in-
- structing his students in the
making of miniature drums
based on the skills that they
learn.
. “Af first I wondered how [
- would fit music education into
‘my wood working curriculum,
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but this is a perfect fit,” Du-
Fault said. “The drums that
these musicians used were
made out of wood, and on top
of that, they were basically the
same wooden barrel design
concept that the coopers were
going to be teaching us. “It all
worked out perfectly.”

That lesson, he said, will tie
into a lesson that Smith is coor-
dinating for his students through
the Rhode Island Philharmonic

program, Hudson said.

According to Hudson, the
three educators from CHS had
also attended an Arts Talks
workshop where a musical
group performed that all three
of them found particularly inter-
esting and thought that their stu-
dents would love. So they de-
cided that they would introduce
that group to their students.

The entire concept, Hudson
said, is a great opportunity for
the students.

“Evervone asks why I would

have a theater person working
with my consumer science stu-
dents, but what they don’t realize
is that the cumriculum crosses
over into all different educational
areas,” she said. “English isn’t
just English anymore, 1 have to
teach English m my class as well
and visa versa, and it makes fora
much more well rounded course;
[ think anyway. And the oppor-
tunities provided through this
program make it that much more
interesting for us and for the stu-
dents to be able to do that.”



