CHS awards $74,000 1n scholarships
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COVENTRY — Like most jobs,
the teachers who are employed at the
Coventry High School have a portion
of their pay check taken out for vari-
ous mandatory federal and state tax
deductions, temporary disability in-
-surance and social security.

A large portion of those teachers
have also voluntarily donated another

portion of their check to a special -

school-operated fund — the Coven-
try Teachers’ Alliance Scholarship
Fund. ;

The Coventry Teachers’ Alliance
Scholarship Fund was established in
1981 by teachers at the school to as-

sist Coventry High School seniors as
they move on to their next educa-
tional endeavor, whether that be a
technical school or a two- or a four-
year college, Suzanne Tracy, said.

- Every other week the teachers who
participate in the program make a

contribution from their paychecks to- |

ward the fund. The school supporters
also solicit contributions from various
outside donors, including local busi-
nesses, community members, and
families of present and former Coven-
try High School students and teach-
ers. The Coventry Teachers’ Alliance
members match those donations
through their bi-weekly contributions.

See CHS, Page A-8
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Alexandra Titus receives her certificate from Suzanne Tracy, a Coventry High
School teacher who is also committee chair of the Coventry Teachers’ Alliance,

which offers the scholarships.
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In the first year that the fund ex-
isted, the committee awarded ten
scholarships totaling $8,000, Tracy
said. :

Tracy, a teacher at the school who
is also committee chair of the al-
~ liance, says support for the program

has gradually increased over the
years. Over the past three decades
this committee has presented thou-
sands of awards and over $750,000
to the young men and women of
Coventry.

This year, the alliance awarded
120 scholarships worth $74,000.
Tracy said students can receive ei-
ther a $500 or $1,000 scholarship
award and that this year there were
28 $1,000 awards and 92 $500
awards.

Samantha Taylor, a senior at
Coventry High School, was just one
of the $1,000 scholarship award re-
cipients from this year. She said this
award, which she said she plans to
use toward the purchase of books for
classes in the fall, is greatly appreci-
ated by herself and her family.

“I plan to go to Rhode Island Col-
lege for special education teaching,
but tuition, no matter where you go,
is really hard for people to afford es-

pecially with the economy what it is
right now so absolutely any money
that does not have to come out of
pocket will help me and my parents
who are helping me pay for tuition
in the long run,” Taylor said. “I think
itis very generous of the teachers to
contribute some of their own money
to help us out.”

Taylor said she also applied for
another scholarship through her
mother’s employer, but that the
school’s application was much eas-
ier.

“To apply [ just got an application
sheet from Mirs. Tracey and on it |
had to talk about extracurticular I am
involved in, events that I have done
and other stuff like that and then [
guess I 'was put into a random raffle
drawing to see if I would receive it
and I did,” she said. “T am just grate-
ful that I was one of the students to
be picked.”

According to Tracy, the only re-
strictions is that students who are
applying for the $1,000 award have
to have at least 3.0 grade point aver-
age, but for the $500 award, Tracy
said, there are no requirements, “‘as
long as they are a CHS senior, they
can apply.”

Tracy said the students who were
selected to receive scholarship
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awards were lucky because every
year the school tends to get more ap-
plicants than they have eligible find-
ing and have to resort to a random
lottery for selection.

“We usually do get more appli-

cants; this year we had around 140

applicants and 120 scholarship
awards, so odds are good, but not
perfect,” she said.

According to Tracy, “this is the
only scholarship program of such
magnitude in the state of Rhode Is-
land that is funded by teacher and
staff contributions.”

She said itis a voluntary program
for teachers to participate in, but a
large percentage do. She said the
administration and even some re-
tired teachers still donate.

“Itis just such a real positive way
for us to give students a nice gradu-
ation goodbye and also bond with
the community donors,” Tracy said.
“No matter how you look at it, it is
a good program.”

This year, Centreville Bank, Ran-
dolph Bank and the Coventry Credit
Union were just a few of the many
community donors to help support
the scholarship fund, Tracy said.

The awards were presented to the
student recipients at the school’s
29th annual Coventry Teachers Al-
liance Scholarship Awards Night
everit, which was held on Tuesday
evening in the Coventry High
School auditorium.



	scan0001
	scan0002

